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The idy sound spelt
as ge and dge at the
and of words, and
sometimes spelt as g
alsewhara in wonds
before &, iand y

The letter j is never used for the /d3/
sound at the and of English words.
At the and of a word, the 'dy sound
is spelt —dge straight after the =,
fef, fnd, fod, ind and fod sounds
(sometimes called ‘short” wowels].
After all other sounds, whathar
vowals or consonants, the '3 souwnd
is spelt as —ge at tha end of a word.
In oiher positions in words, the /d3/
sound is often (but not always) spelt
as g befora a, i, and y. The dy/
sound is always spalt as | before a, o
and wu.

badge, edge. bridge,
dodge, fudgs

age, hugs, change,
charge. bulgs, villags

gem, giani, magic,
airaffe, energy
jackst, jar, joqg. join,
adjust

The I or fall sound
spell —al at the end of
wiords

Tha —el spelling is much lass
common than —le.

Tha —el spelling is used after m, n,
r, 5, v, w and mora ofien than not
alter s.

camal, unnal, squirral,
travel, Lowel, tinsel

The N or fall sound
spell —al at the end of
wards

Mol many nouns and in —al, but
many adjectives do.

melal, pedal, capital,
hospital, animal

Words ending —il

Thare ara not many of thase words.

pencil, fossil, nostril

The fat/ sound speilt
—y at the end of
wards

This is by Far the most comman
spalling for this sound al the end of
words.

cry, fly, dry, iry, reply,
July

Adding —as lo nouns
and varbs ending in
-Y

The y is changed to i bafore —as s
added.

Mies, trias, raplies,
copies, babies, carmas

The fsf sound speilt
before &, iand y

raca, ice, cell, city,
fancy

Adding —ad, —ing, —er
and —est lo a rool
ward anding in —y
wilh a consonant
before il

The y is changed to i before —ed, —er
and —est are added, bul nol bafore —
ing as this would resull in ii. The
only ordinary words with @i are skiing
and faxiirg.

copied, copier,
happier, happiesi,
cried, rephad

...but copying, crying,
replying

The nf sound spalt
kn and (less often) gn
at the baginning of
wards

The k' and "g’ at tha baginning of
thesa words was sounded hundrads
of years ago.

knock, know, knae,
anaf, gnaw

Adding the endings —
ing, —ad, —er, —esl
and —y to woards
anding in —& with a
consonant balore it

The —e al the end of the roat word is
dropped belore —ing, —ed, —er,

—est, —y or any othar suffix beginning
with & vowel letter is added.
Exception: baing.

hiking, hiked, hiker,
nicar, nicast, shiny

The v sound spelt wr
at the baginning of
words

This spelling probably also reflacts
an old pronunciation.

write, writtan, wrode,
WIDNg, wrap

Adding —ing, —ed,
—ar, —esl and -y 1o
wards of one syllable
anding in a singla
consonant letber after
a single vowal letier

The lasl consonant letler of the root
word is doublad lo keep the /=i, fe/,
I, /ol and I sound (ie. o keap the
vowal ‘'short’).

Exception: The latler =" s newver
doubled: mixing, mixed, boxer, sixes.

palling, patted,
humming, hummed,
dropping, droppsad,
sadder, saddeast,
fattar, fattesi, runnar,
runry

The I or fall souwnd
spelt e at the end of
words

Tha -e spelling is the most commaon
spelling for this sound at the end of
words.

tabla, appla, bottle,
litthe, middle

The a3z sound spelt a
before | and Il

Tha Il sound ("ar’) is usually spalt
as a befora | and .

all, ball, call, walk, talk,
always

The faf sound spalt o

ather, mather, brather,
nothing, Maonday
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The fizl sound spell
—&Y

The plural of thase words is formed
by the addiion of —s [donkeys,
monkeys, ale. ).

kay, donkey, monkey,
chimnay, vallay

The /ol sound spell a
after w and qu

a is tha most comman spelling for
the fod (‘hol’) sound after w and qu.

want, watch, wander,
quantity, sguash

The /3 sound spsalt
ar afler w

Thara are not many of these wards.

word, work, worm,
wordd, worth

Statutory Rules and guidance Example words
requirements [mon-statutory) (non-statutory)
Homophones and It is important to know the difference | therefthairfthayre,

near-homophones

in maaning betwaen homophones.

here/hear, quitedquiat,
saelsaa, baralbaar,
anafwon, sun'son,
lo'tooitwo, be/besa,
bluefblew, night/knight

The 22 sound spell
ar after w

Thara ara not many of these wards.

war, warm, lowands

The [ sound spall s

lelevision, treasure,
usual

The suffieas —ment,
—ness, —ful , Jess
and -y

IT & suffix starts with @ consonant
ledier, il is added straight an to most
root words wilthout any change to tha
last letler of those words.
Exceptions:

(1) argurmeant

(2} root words ending in —y with a
consonant befora it bul only if tha
root word has more than one
syllabla.

anjoyment, sadness,
caraful, playful,

hopeless, plainness
(plain + ness), badly

merriment, happiness,
plantiful, pennilass,
happily

Contraciions

In contraclions, tha aposiropha
shows whare a latler or letlers would
be if the words wera writkan in full
[e.3. canl — canmot).

s maans if is (e.g. s raining) or
somatimes i has (e.g. II's been
raining), but il’s is nevear used for the
pOssessiva.

can't, didn'l, hasn'i,
couldn't, it’s, I'l

The possassive
apostropha (singular
nouns)

Megan's, Rawi's, the
girl's, the child's, the
man's

Wards ending in —tion

slation, fiction, mation,

nalional, section

Comman axception
words

Some words are axceplions in some
aoccanis but not in olhers — e.g. pas!,
la=l, fasl, path and balh are not
excaplions in accents where tha a in
thesa words s pronounced /), a5 in
cal

Greal, braak and sleak are the anky
common words where tha /et sound
is sp=ll ea.

door, floar, poor,
because, find, kind,
mind, behind, child,
children®, wild, climb,
mosl, only, both, old,
cold, gold, hold, iodd,
avery, averybody,
aven, graat, break,
=sleak, prelly, beawtliful,
after, fasl, last, past,
father, class, grass,
pass, plant, path, bath,
hour, move, provea,
IMmprove, sura, Sugar,
aye, could, should,
would, who, whola,
any, many, clothes,
busy, peopla, waler,
again, hall, monay,
Mr, Mrs, paranis,
Christmas — andfor
athers according o
programme used.
Mote: ‘children’ is not
an exceplion towhal
has bean laughi so far
bul k= included
because of s
relationship with
‘child”.




